




















 FLORIDA VET PATH, INC 
       Veterinary Pathology 

Client Services      506 N. West St.  

Ph: 888/669-9693     Bushnell, FL 33513 

 Ph: 352/568-7923; Fax: 352/569-9292 

NUMBER V1101909 

 

F0791 

Blitchton Road Animal Hospital 

10397 N. U.S. Hwy. 27 

Ocala, FL 34482 

Ph: 352/369-9711 

Fax: 352/867-7559 

 

NAME: Shar Pei Rescue (Buddy) Canine 

AGE: 7 yr. SEX: M BREED: Shar Pei 

DOCTOR: Samko 

 

Slide(s) rec. 06/23/11; Dictated 06/23/11 

 

Clinical Summary: Unknown duration. Ulcerated mass, elbow.  

 

Gross Description: One container labeled “Buddy,” one specimen, one section, one cassette. 4.0 

x 3.3 x 2.0 cm portion of skin and deeper soft tissue with multilobular raised pigmented 

somewhat circumscribed mass 3.0 cm in diameter; representative section submitted in one 

cassette.  

 

Diagnosis: Skin/subcutaneous mass, elbow: Malignant dermal melanoma, ulcerated, 

multilobular, focally extensive, dermis and superficial subcutis. The mass has a moderate 

collagenous stroma. It has ulcerated through the skin surface and is somewhat cavitated in the 

center. Suppurative granulation tissue proliferates in the ulcer bed. Deeper the mass is comprised 

by coalescing packets and lobules of moderately pleomorphic medium to fairly large polygonal 

melanocytic cells with one to three prominent nucleoli. Most cells are mononuclear. Scattered 

cells with more than one nucleus are recognized. Mitotic rate is difficult to assess due to 

pigmentation. MI in the least pigmented areas = 1/10 hpf. Identifiable margins on this section are 

clean. Deep margin = 0.75 mm in the center. Narrowest lateral skin margin = 5 mm.  

 

Comment: This is a dermal melanoma with malignant histologic and cytologic features. There is 

an increased incidence of malignant dermal melanomas in this breed. These tumors can recur 

even if completely resected, and they metastasize via blood vessels and lymphatics.  

 

 

 

  

Maron B. Calderwood Mays, VMD, PhD 

Veterinary Pathologist, Diplomate ACVP/swa 
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